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Abstract 

An Active User Registry system includes a databa se which is integrated with the 
POTS network and a packet network tn exploit th e outstanding strengths of 1?oth of its 
constituents. The Active Us^r Registry data b ase is a dynami c data structure of aU the 
ways in which one or more users can be r e ached via some type of conununication 
lietwork. A key feature of the Active User Re gistry is the ability to broker between a 
mbscriber's re q uest for communications c ontact information corresponding to a user a^d 
the user's preferences of bei n p reached bv various communications altematives. 

A ttivc U jo r P -Cgi:3t r>- Tj-ntrm inrl-T^'^'- '^"tnhnr . n which in intoeratod ymth th e 
rOTS noti-rorl: and n pn"''-"^ i^nrh.rnrV (mnh nn thn Tntomot. or a corporat o intranet). 
Intoeroting AUT. v i ith th^ ^'^t^' ""^nmrk nnd n paokot nots ^ 'ork oxploita tho outotandins 
fltroagtho of botli of its conDtitucnto, ouch aa the lov s ' latonoy. high roliabiUty, mod e rate 
fidelity real time voice tolophony provided by tho POTS network, and tho point and olick 
occoas to diotributod do toh nooo with ojtcollcnt ooaroh copobilitioo provided by a packet 
BOtwoiic. such QO tho Intomot (including thooo made availablo uoinfi browoor tochnology 
in oonjunotion with tho World Wide Wob). Tho AUR databaac oontdna a djuamio data 
atruoturo (ouch oo o linked Uct or a hoohod tobl o ) of all tho waj^o in which on e or more 
ufloro onn bo roaohod via oomo typo of communication notwork (e.g., through tho POTS 
notwork or a paokot not^'orU, or both). A key foaturo of tho AUR io tho abiUty to br n kar 
botwoon g ouboorfljor'o roquoot for oommunioationo oontaot infbnnotion oorrooponding t o 
g uoer and tho uflor'o profcrcnooo of being roaohod by voriouo oommuniootiono 
altcmatiT O C. Oth e r f o o ti u-co m n ybr irT'^"'^"'^ ^t"^, innluding an AUR cach e 

whioh providoa cubocnTioro with ropid aoocoo ontr>- pointo into tho AUR, or outomatio 
updating of uoor oontaot information. Furthor, tho capobility of learning tho us e r'a 
proforoaooo is inoludod go an gdditionol fogturo and io oloo included no a fogturo in on 
altomgtivo ombodimont of thoprooont invontion. 
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